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  NOVEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER  

 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank my God for you because 

of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 1 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

First, let me say a huge thank you to all for the love and support you have lavished upon me and my family in 

these past few weeks.  I genuinely feel wrapped in prayer, buoyed by the warmth of your care and concern.  The 

cards are treasured blessings that I can read and reread over and over, and the gas cards have eased my mind 

about expenses for family who will be traveling to be with me during upcoming treatment.   

 

As I lay in the hospital bed those first few nights, so many thoughts flooded my mind, but one word kept coming to 

the forefront: GRACE.  Grace, freely given and so undeserved.  It’s a word we use so often but rarely think about 

what it really means.  We say grace before our meals - a simple blessing thanking God for the gifts provided in 

abundance.  In his book,  The Grace of God, Tony Evans defines grace as “the inexhaustible supply of God’s 

goodness whereby He does for us what we could never do for ourselves.” He later elaborates, “Grace is 

cultivated and grows by relationship, not by rules or endless spiritual calisthenics. The deeper our relationship 

with Christ, the greater the experience of grace and therefore the greater the spiritual growth.” 

 

God’s grace and mercy are truly without equal and without end.  Even in the midst of this life-changing diagnosis, 

I am learning to recognize the grace that abounds - the fact that God brought me to the beautiful city of Neillsville 

in just the right timing to get to know and love all of you, dear church family, to be in the right place for the best 

healthcare with all the support and prayers that you so diligently and faithfully shower on me and my family. I am 

also learning to have a bit more grace with myself and others, as we never know exactly what battles any person 

is facing.  It is never easy to let myself off the hook for my own perceived failings and deficiencies, but this journey 

is forcing me to step back and see me as God sees me: human and imperfect but made in God’s image and 

loved exactly as I am, flaws and all - giving myself a little grace.   

 

My wish for you, my friends, is that you will eagerly accept God’s grace and give yourself grace when you feel 

lacking in any way.  No matter what challenges we are facing, mentally or physically, with the psalmist, we can 

sing, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Julie  
 

 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Neillsville, Wisconsin 
Church 715-743-2147 

Pastor Julie Ruegsegger 
Pastor’s Office 715-743-2117 

Cell Phone  608-558-2397 
www.neillsvilleucc.org 

http://www.neillsvilleucc.org/
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Continuing the following in our thoughts and prayers. 

Janet Harrington               Gayle Schermitzler 

Lisa Schermitzler               Fran Ormond 

Duane Marty                Mike & Sherrie Holub 

Brian Eddy                                      Pastor Julie Ruegsegger 

   

 Please let us know if others not listed 

   (with their permission) would like prayer requests. 

 
 

 
From the family of Charlotte Hediger-Tetzlaff - 
Crispin & Lisa Hediger, Lydia & Ron Schumacher  
 
 – Thank you for your love and support during our 
mom’s passing. We appreciate all the words of 
comfort, memories and donation of bars, and help 
with her Celebration of Life.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, November 23rd after worshp service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          
Sunday, October 5, the radio broadcast was 

sponsored by Jim & Rosie Repinski in 

celebration of their 39th wedding anniversary. 

 

Sunday, October 12, the radio broadcast was 

sponsored by Karen & Dave Northup in 

celebration of their 25th wedding anniversary. 

 

Sunday, October 19, the radio broadcast was 

sponsored by Byrl & Sharon Buddenhagen in 

celebration of their 62nd wedding anniversary 

and the addition of three great grandchildren.  

 

Sunday, October 26, the radio broadcast was 

sponsored anonymously by a “faithful listener” 

 

 

 

 

 

2025  - 2026 Radio Broadcast 

Sponsors Needed 

Would you like to sponsor a radio broadcast? 

You may choose to dedicate or honor 

someone for a particular service date.  

The cost remains the same - $75 

Please contact Janice in the office or phone  

715-743-2147 to reserve a date. 

 
 
 

October 2025 
Attendance for In-Person Worship 

 
October  5        online  3             Sunday    58 
October 12       no internet        Sunday    64 
October 19       online  3             Sunday    63   
October 26       online  3       Sunday    75 estimate 

            Polka service 
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2-    Debbie Holman  
4-    Alexander Vine 

      10-    Travis Vine 
      11-    Elizabeth Kuhn 
      13-    Deon Spangler  
      14-    Roberta Gaier 
                Kelly Mathis 
      16-    Neil Armitage 
                Sue Gurney 
      17-    Brynn Heck 
      18-    Chad Erickson 
      19-    Harold Eddy 
                Julie Ruegsegger 
      24-    MacKenzie Keller 
      25-    Joey Kranz 
 

               Happy Birthday to all who have a November birthday! 
Did we miss your birthday or have the wrong date? 

Let us know if we did. 
 
 

 

 
 
  5-    Phil & Donita Follen 
14-    Emile & Dan Miller 

 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
Deuteronomy 16:16-17 
Each man is to bring a gift as he is able in proportion 
to the blessings that the Lord God has given him.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
DECEMBER   1 -9 
We are adding the first days of DECEMBER birthdays and 
anniversaries so as not to miss any if the newsletter 
comes out late. 
 

December 1-9  
     Birthdays 
 

1-    Lydia Schumacher  
3-    Jeff Raine 
6-    Steve Buchholz 
        Marla Raine 

 
Anniversaries 
   8-    Barb & Bob Petkovsek 
 

 

 
The Circle of Friends is looking for more “friends”. 
No special talents are required, we can do on the job 
training.   
We meet on the first and third Mondays of the month 
at 9 AM in the fellowship hall to work on making cards.   
On the second Thursday at 1:30 PM we gather for our 
monthly meeting.   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  from Stephanie Heck-  
 

JAM (Pre-K thru 6th) 
Will meet on  Wednesday, 
November 5th and 19th 
from 5 pm-6 pm at UCC 
 to start practice for the 
Christmas program.  
 

 

 
 
Confirmation Classes   
Confirmation classes will be 
held Wednesday, 5th and 19th 
at UCC from 3:30- 4:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AUDIO VISUAL - We are looking for volunteers 
to help with Sunday worship.  Our audio-
visual system is an extremely important 
component of our worship service and our 
ministry to those in the community who are 
unable to join us in the sanctuary.  Alan 
Hoesly has done an incredible job of 
operating and maintaining our system over 
the years, but he has decided it is time to 
step down from this responsibility.  Al is 
retiring from this important position at the 
end of this year, and we are hoping to have 
volunteers trained by then.  If you are 
interested at all, please contact Al or the 
church office 715-743-2147.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Meaningfulness of  

“Thank You” Sunday Continues 
 
The congregation have been 
asked to continue the feeling 
of ”Thankfulness”; by helping 
decorate the 
“Gratitude Tree” and sending 
a Thank You note. On “Thank 
You” Sunday everyone was 
asked to write down 
on a chain link what they were 
thankful for.  
 
Between now and 

Thanksgiving, the links will be on a table in the 
entryway. If you would like to write down another 
thing you are thankful for please do so and leave it 
on the table. The Stewardship Committee will 
extend the length of the chain through 
Thanksgiving.  
Also the Stewardship Committee has made 
available thank you note cards. They would like 
everyone to remember someone in the 
community, church or your family you really 
appreciate and share a message with them telling 
them why they have made a difference in your life. 
 

 
 

 
 
You are invited to join Neillsville United Church of 
Christ as we worship with a very special 
program for Advent and Christmas. Each Advent 
we unpack our nativity sets and long for the 
season to feel as hopeful and iconic as that 
beloved scene, but often the reality is… it doesn’t. 
But we are not alone in this. Jesus was born into a 
world fraught with danger, deceit, violence 
and oppression. This Advent we will explore 
behind the scene and beyond the lullaby, and ask: 
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“What Child IS This?” November 30, 2025 is the 
first Sunday of Advent and a brand new start 

of the church year. Won’t you join us for this 
special worship series? 

UCC Honored the Mission & Outreach Committee on "Thank You" Sunday 
 
The members of the UCC Mission and Outreach Committee were recognized for their accomplishments and 
volunteerism on "Thank You" Sunday.  The six members including Carol Harnish, Deb Holman, Kathy Mathis, 
Deb Perkl, Carole Romens, and Bonnie Weyer have donated their time, talents, and gifts to make a difference 
in people's lives.  
 
The Mission and Outreach Committee have been Christ's hands and feet on earth. Their projects that helped 
others include-- 
  --spearheading the Ukrainian Fundraiser to help a mother and father and their two children settle in  

Clark County 
 -- making chicken pot pies for farm families as a tribute to Cheryl Steinbach, a retired Ag teacher in  

   Granton 
 -- organizing, preparing, and distributed 90 meal giveaways once a month for people  

during the last 57 months 
-- purchasing, packing and arranging the backpack program, which provides 60 take home food bags  

twice a month to needy Neillsville children from preschool to 6th grade. 
 
They were presented with a fall mum and the congregation was invited to a delicious brunch following our 
church service to honor them and say Thank You to all UCC volunteers. 
 
We thank them for offering their time, talent and treasures for the service of the Lord. We praise Christ for 
giving them the gifts they possess and the heart to share them. The Mission and Outreach Committee, as well 
as all UCC volunteers are indeed the hands and feet of Jesus. Thank you for your contributions. 
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On Saturday, October 25th  UCC members participated with the 
Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers to rake and clean gutters of our 
neighbors. Prior to starting the day volunteers enjoyed a light breakfast 
at UCC.  There was a great deal of food left and the “extra” was 
packaged and delivered to people in need. Despite the rain we had a 
great time and received gratitude and thanks from many of the 
homeowners. Thanks to all who helped our friends and neighbors. UCC 
members participating included: Doris Baker, Kelley Burch, Roger Carl, 
Donita Follen, Dave Harnisch, Paul Vine. Below/attached is a group 
picture as well as an action shot while raking! 
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HNATIUK FAMILY UPDATE 
 
 
Mykola and Olesia Hnatiuk with their two boys, Roman and Dmytro have lived on Popple Valley Farm near 
Unity since January 2023.  They fled the war in Ukraine and started a new life as they both found jobs, readily 
improved their grasp of English and got the boys enrolled in school.  Returning to Ukraine in the foreseeable 
future is not an option. There have been some bumps as they have attempted to extend their visas.  Olesia 
had applied for a two-year extension of their Humanitarian Parole visas for the entire family, but only her 
application was approved.  She refiled for Mykola and the boys. Their applications can be viewed online, but 
no action has been taken on them.   
 
Mykola worked at the Abbyland Pork Plant in Curtiss in preventive maintenance until his work permit expired 
January 28, 2025.  He got his work authorization reinstated just as the administration put a pause on all 
applications. His work permit was literally in the mail as that decision was made. He was able to resume 
working and was hired by Mullin’s Cheese in Marshfield. Mykola has a beekeeping hobby with 4 hives last 
year. This year he bought 20 hives and split them into 40. He has harvested over 1000 pounds of honey.  
 
Olesia left her position as a teacher at Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center so she could attend classes and 
begin her clinical training for a nursing degree. Her first clinical assignment is in Portage County where she 
must travel two days a week over the semester. She has classes in Marshfield three days a week.  Olesia 
continues to work three weekends a month as a CNA at the Clark County Rehabilitation and Living Center in 
Owen. She will be a kind, dedicated, compassionate nurse if she is able to finish her degree.  Olesia will be one 
semester short in October of 2026 when her work permit is scheduled to expire.  
 
Olesia is researching and studying every possible avenue for the family to remain here after October 2026. 
Mykola and Olesia both have work authorizations that expire October 19, 2026.  Immigrants lose their driver’s 
license and their legal status when their work permit expires.  Ukrainian immigrants were awarded 
Humanitarian Parole status and welcomed into this country only after they and their sponsors were 
thoroughly vetted. The constant threat of losing their legal status despite efforts to be fully employed, expand 
their education and contribute to the community is frustrating and frightening for them.  
 
Roman and Dmytro started the school year excited to ride the big yellow bus. The past two years their parents 
drove them to school, but with Olesia’s classes and Mykola’s work schedule, they had to make a change. Both 
boys mastered English and are progressing in school.  The family had a large garden again this year.  
The Hnatiuks remain optimistic and energetic as they face a very uncertain future.    
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Approved Minutes from August 28, 2025 
Neillsville United Church of Christ Council 

 
 
The meeting was held on Thursday, August 28, 2025 in the Lounge at the Neillsville United Church of 
Christ. 
 
Moderator Vine called the meeting to order at 5:32 PM.  
 
Attendance 
 
Council Members Present:  Trustee Representative Doris Bakker, Christian Education Representative 
Stephanie Heck (left at 6:30 PM), Vice Moderator Barb Petkovsek, Moderator Paul Vine, Deacons 
Representative Karlene Wallace.   
Council Members Absent: Treasurer Bonnie Weyer. 
Others in Attendance: Assistant Treasurer Don Quicker. 
Others Absent:  Pastor Julie. 
 
Prayer 
 
Moderator Vine guided the committee with a prayer. 
 
Minutes 
 
Motion by Stephanie Heck, seconded by Barb Petkovsek to approve the minutes of the June 23, 
2025 meeting.  Voice vote taken with all “aye;” motion carried. 
 
Financial Report 
 
Motion by Stephanie Heck, seconded by Karlene Wallace to approve the financial report as 
presented by Assistant Treasurer Don Quicker reading his written report.   Voice vote taken with all 
“aye;” motion carried. 
 
New Business 
 
Search Committee Update on Pastor Review and Compensation 
 
Barb Petkovsek shared the Search Committee’s review findings of Pastor Julie: 
 

• Met for a one-year review, at the recommendation of the conference that that search 
committee meets with Pastor Julie for the first three (3) years of her employment 

• Pastor Julie is working on completing all classes needed to be ordained by next June 

• Pastor Julie was hired at the low end of salary scale 

• Search Committee’s recommendation to the Trustees is to compensate Pastor Julie with an 
increase to her salary of $2,000 

 
Doris Bakker shared that the Trustee’s recommendation was to compensate Pastor Julie with an 
increase of $200 per month starting September 1, 2025. 
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Motion by Doris Bakker, seconded by Stephanie Heck to compensate Pastor Julie with an increase of 
$200 per month starting September 1. 2025.  Voice vote taken with all “aye;” motion carried. 
 
Old Business 
 
Eileen Zank Donation 
 
Moderator Vine shared that the Eileen Zank donation was deposited in the Restricted Fund at this 
time, just to have a place for the money until it is decided how these funds can/will be used.  
Moderator Vine’s suggestion is to meet with the Memorial Committee to discuss ideas on how to use 
this donation and set up guidelines.  This topic will be reviewed again, after the meeting with the 
Memorial Committee to act upon.   
 
Pancake Feed Update  
 
Barb Petkovsek shared the following: 
 

• Forgot to publish in the newspaper but well attended with church members and non-church 
members, plus several carry outs 

• 100% of food/milk/juice was donated 

• A final report will be in the newsletter with the profit, but a rough estimate is $900 

• Leftover food was packaged and sold, along with freezing some for church’s Thank You 
Sunday 

 
Pastor Report/Update 
 
At the absence of Pastor Julie, highlighted below are items shared in her written report: 
 

• Since June meeting: 
o One (1) funeral 
o Four (4) hospital visits 
o Several home visits 
o Book Study met four (4) times, currently on their second book 
o July 6 through August 3 – worship series was on the Lord’s Prayer 
o August 10 – Fair worship with Calvary 
o August 24 – Backpack blessings 
o Focused on fall programming 

• Upcoming activities 
o September 9 – Community of Practice begins 

o Second Tuesday of each month with Northwest UCC members to support one another 
in ministry and personal lives 

o September 10 
o 3:30 – 5:30 PM – Confirmation begins with meeting every other Wednesday, the same 

as Jesus and Me (JAM) 
o 6 PM – Bible study 

• Tuesday Bible study will continue for those that prefer a day meeting 
o September 28 – Financial presentation by the Stewardship Committee 
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o October 19 – Thank You Sunday  
o October 26 – Polka Fest 

 
Committee Reports and Requests for Action 
 
Trustees 
 
Doris Bakker shared the following: 
 

• Basement back door has been repaired 

• Electrician repaired the light going down the steps to the basement 

• Approved use of the church for the Angel Project 

• Fire Inspection report – Bob Petkovsek will follow up on items that need our attention 

• Future Ideas  
o Lower carpet shampooing 
o Painting downstairs heat registers 
o Overgrowth of landscaping 
o Discuss on Pastor’s salary 

 
Christian Education 
 
Stephanie Heck shared the following: 
 

• Jesus and Me (JAM)  
o July 17 – met with Calvary to plan for fall activities 
o September 10 – start date with meeting every other Wednesday with all classes being held 

at Calvary, which committee is fine with 
o December 17 – Calvary’s Christmas Program 
o December 21 – UCC Christmas Program  

• Confirmation will be held at the same dates and times as Jesus and Me (JAM)  
 
Deacons 
 
Karlene Wallace shared the following: 
 

• August 10 – hosted the Fair service jointly with Calvary 

• October 26 – Polka Service scheduled with final organization completed at the next Deacons 
meeting 

• September 24 – next Deacon’s meeting 

• A bulletin will be supplied for ushers so they know the order of events for Sunday services   
 
Next Meeting Date and Time 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 25 at 5:30 PM.   
 

Stephanie Heck left the meeting at this time. 
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Long Term Planning 
 
Moderator Vine and Mike Perkl have been brainstorming on long term planning, as was a group 
discussion with Interim Pastor Gary.  This will be an agenda item for the September Council meeting.   
 
Other/Next Meeting Agenda Items 
 
Other  
 
Nothing currently. 
 
Next Meeting Agenda Items  
 

• Eileen Zank Donation 

• Long Term Planning 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Karlene Wallace, seconded by Doris Bakker to adjourn.  Voice vote taken with all “aye;” 
motion carried.    Meeting adjourned at 6:47 PM. 
 
Submitted by: 
Emile J Miller 
Neillsville UCC Council Secretary 
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Approved Minutes from September 25, 2025 
Neillsville United Church of Christ Council 

 
 
The meeting was held on Thursday, September 25, 2025 in the Lounge at the Neillsville United 
Church of Christ. 
 
Moderator Vine called the meeting to order at 5:35 PM.  
 
Attendance 
 
Council Members Present:  Trustee Representative Doris Bakker, Christian Education Representative 
Stephanie Heck, Vice Moderator Barb Petkovsek, Moderator Paul Vine, Deacons Representative 
Karlene Wallace, and Treasurer Bonnie Weyer. 
Council Members Absent: Emile Miller, Secretary 
Others in Attendance:  Pastor Julie. 
 
Prayer 
 
Pastor Julie guided the committee with a prayer. 
 
Minutes 
 
Motion by Steph Heck, seconded by Doris Bakker to approve the minutes of the August 28, 2025 
meeting.  Voice vote taken with all “aye”; motion carried. 
 
Financial Report 
 
Motion by Doris Bakker, seconded by Steph Heck to approve the financial report as presented by 
Bonnie Weyer reading Assistant Treasurer Don Quicker’s written report.  Voice vote taken with all 
“aye”; motion carried. 
 
New Business 
 
2026 Committee Membership - Summarization of Committee responsibilities to be put in the 
newsletter by Paul.  He will be inviting anyone interested to join a committee. 
 
Ray Opportunity Fund Revised Guidelines - Applications could come at any time. Memorial 
Committee is the application review committee.    
 
Motion by Doris Bakker, seconded by Karlene Wallace to approve the motion to approve the Ray 
Opportunity Fund Guidelines dated September 2025 by Moderator Vine. Voice vote taken with all 
“aye”; motion carried. 
 
Ray Opportunity Fund Donations - Barb Petkovsek, Steph Heck seconded a motion to accept the 
$400 approval from the Ray Fund for the Polka Sunday band. Voice vote taken with all “aye”; motion 
carried 
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Memorial Committee Update 
 
They are looking for members.  Eileen Zank Fund should be put in the Memorial Fund.  This was 
based on the guidelines for 2018. 
 
Upcoming Church Meetings 
 
Set Date for December Congregational Budget and Committee Meeting-Discussion to hold one 
meeting congregational meeting. 
 
Motion by Barb Petkovsek, seconded by Steph Heck to change the annual congregational meeting 
and budget meeting to the third Sunday in January. Voice vote taken with all “aye”; motion carried. 
 
Future Connections and Outreach Update 
 
Thanks to Barb and Mike for organizing the Pancake Feed. 
Pastor Julie is working with Richie Yurkovich for the Polka Sunday.  
Deacons are organizing welcome for Sunday.  They are ordering the food needed. 
 
Old Business 
 
Update on Long Term Planning     Strategic planning for future, thinking about having facilitator in to 
make suggestions for our church.  Pastor Julie is looking into a minister from Fort Atkinson UCC. To 
help us 
 
Pastor Report/Update 
 
Pastor Julie shared the following:  Needing some days to spend time with uncles that have passed 
away. 
Community of practice meets in Eau Claire for support for area UCC pastors. Confirmation meets 
every two weeks with 4 confirmands attending. 
Pastor Julie is taking theology class, starting October. 
Planning for Advent has started. 
 
 
Committee Reports and Requests for Action 
 
Trustees 
 
Doris Bakker shared the following: 
 

• Hallway lights were fixed. 

• Landscaping is being addressed by Dave Harnisch. 

• Basement Carpet will be cleaned soon. 

• Interfaith Caregivers – October 25th, Fall Cleanup for elderly will meet for breakfast at our 
church. 
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Christian Education 
 
Stephanie Heck shared the following: 
 

• Jam Night-September 10th- 44 kids in attendance 

• Jam Night-24th-37 kids in attendance 
 
Deacons 
 
Karlene Wallace shared the following: 
 

• October 5th World Communion Sunday 

• Polka Sunday-Details are being worked out 

• Christmas Celebration deciding on how many services for next meeting.  
 
Next Agenda Items 
 

• Future Connections 

• Long Term Planning 
 
Next Meeting Date and Time 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on October 22, 2025 at 6:00 pm. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Bonnie Weyer, seconded by Steph Heck to adjourn.  Voice vote taken with all “aye”; motion 
carried.    Meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Bonnie Weyer 
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To my church family and friends: 
 
These past few weeks have been a whirlwind, and I’m sure you have lots of questions. I thought it would be best to give 
everyone a summary of what has been happening with me and where we are going in the future, so we all have the 
same information. I know how easily facts can get misinterpreted in the well-intentioned passing of information. So 
here’s the whole story: 
 
In mid-September, I started to have some vague symptoms of unease and “brain fog.” Nothing specific, no headaches, 
no sudden acute onset of anything of significance. I was scheduled for my annual physical for the first week of October 
and intended to discuss symptoms with my primary care provider at that time. As the symptoms progressed, I found 
myself struggling to focus on conversations at times, and I thought I was possibly dehydrated. Forcing fluids did nothing 
to improve my “fogginess”, and on Sunday, October 5, things started to click for me. I realized that all my issues were on 
my left side - no pain or obvious weakness, just a kind of disconnect between my brain and my left side and an ncreasing 
clumsiness. That morning, I knew that this was more than just dehydration and needed more urgent attention, so I 
asked Deacons for additional help with worship on that Sunday and my dear husband, Earnie, took me straight to 
Neillsville Urgent Care after worship service. We were incredibly fortunate that I was the only patient at that moment, 
and we had prompt and thorough attention with an immediate CT scan that quickly identified the brain tumor. The staff 
facilitated a transfer to Marshfield ER by private vehicle, and I was quickly admitted and soon in the MRI machine. When 
I returned to my ER room, the neurosurgeon (Dr. Awe) was already there waiting for me.  
 
The MRI identified the brain tumor as glioblastoma (GBM), the same brain cancer that my dad had. Because we had 
been through this journey with Dad, I was well aware of the next steps, risks and benefits. Dr. Awe scheduled surgery for 
the very next day. All of our family gathered in Marshfield. I spent one night in ICU following surgery, which went very 
well. We know that they did not get all the cancer, because it is truly impossible with GBM; the surgeon gets as much as 
they safely can remove without causing further brain damage, and we trust the radiation to address the remaining cells. 
The pathology results during surgery confirmed that this is glioblastoma multiforme. 
 
Following surgery, I was admitted to the Rehab Unit on 5 West at Marshfield Clinic - I cannot say enough good things 
about this unit! The staff, from nurses to doctors to therapists and even cleaning crews and food services, were simply 
all amazing! I have no doubt I would have bounced back from surgery, but the rehab staff made that recovery much 
more complete and gave me confidence that I desperately needed. I did not have any major deficiencies after surgery, 
but the therapy gave me tools to better organize my thoughts, regain strength and balance and prepare for the future 
journey ahead. They educated me and Earnie on how to do things safer and what to expect when the disease progresses 
in the future. We are well set up now for whatever the future may hold. 
 
For now, my focus is on the next steps of treatment: As I write this letter, I am expecting to start 6 weeks of radiation 
treatment (hopefully October 30) concurrent with oral chemotherapy. I fully intend to be back in worship with you for 
Advent and Christmas - the start of a brand new church year, which feels extra-significant this year. We know the 
statistics for glioblastoma survival rates, but we are also well aware that there is constant research happening, and 
people are beating the odds all the time. I am still young enough and overall healthy enough to be one of the longer 
term survivors. We will continue to pursue treatments as long as it continues to offer a good quality of life. My daily 
prayer and focus for all decisions is: Let me count the life in my days, not the days in my life. I promise to be open and 
honest with all of you as we go forward through this journey together, and I hope you will continue to be open and 
honest with me as well. We are a family, and I am grateful that each of you are in my life. 
With much love and gratitude, 

 

Pastor Julie  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

November 2, 2025 – December 28, 2025 

  
Deacon/ 

host 
Greeter(s) Usher(s) Power Point  

S Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 Karlene Wallace Rosie & Jim Repinski Hap Eddy Emile Miller 

   Roger Carl  

     

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2025 Janice Miller  Ken & Barb Shoemaker Bob Petkovsek Bonnie Weyer 

   Barb Petkovsek  

     

Sunday, Nov. 16, 2025 JoAnn Wren Nancy & Kirk Rodman Neil Armitage Reese Ziegler 

   Corinne Armitage  

     

Sunday, Nov. 23, 2025 Wayne Voss Carole Romens Don Quicker Barb Petkovsek 

  Jenny Erickson Jerry Quicker  

     

     

Sunday, Nov. 30, 2025 Byrl Buddenhagen Sandy Bieneck Bob Petkovsek Janice Miller 

  Michelle Bergemann Barb Petkovsek  

     

     

Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025 Barb Shoemaker Stephanie & Craig Heck Paul Schmidt Emile Miller 

   Cris Hediger  

     

Sunday, Dec. 14, 2025 Sally Sadowska Kirk & Nancy Rodman Mickey Marty Bonnie 

   Joel Raine  

     

     

Sunday, Dec. 21, 2025 Karlene Wallace Byrl & Sharon Buddenhagen Ken Shoemaker Barb P 

   Russ Karl  

     

Sunday, Dec. 28, 2025 Janice Miller Jim & Rosie Repinski Paul Vine Paul 

   Kelley Burch  

     

     

     

     

     

Please call the church office 
if you are unable to be here, 
or make arrangements with 
another church member.  
715-743-2147 
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                                            2025    United Church of Christ  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

 
 

     1 PM Bible Study 
 Each Tuesday - 
 1 PM Marge Goetsch 
Bible Study – church 
lounge / bring bible 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

1 
 
 
 

2 Twenty-First Sunday 
after Pentecost 
9:30 AM Worship 
Communion  
 

7 PM  NA 

3 
9 AM Card Making 
 
 

4   1 PM Bible Study 

 
 
 

5   
5– 6 PM JAM at UCC  
3:30 – 4:30 PM 
Confirmation here 
 
7 PM  NA 

6    
 
 
Noon- T& C Quilters 

7 
 
 
 

8    
 
 Holiday Fair  9 - 1 
 

9  Twenty-Second 
Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 Worship 
 
7 PM  NA 

10 
 
 
 
 
6 PM   PEO 

11   1 PM Bible Study   

 
 

12    
1 PM Stewardship Mt  
4:30 Optimist Youth 
          Appreciation 
 
7 PM  NA 

13    
1:30 PM Circle of 
Friends Meeting 

 

14   15    
 

16 Twenty-Third 
Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 Worship 
7 PM  NA 

17  
9 AM Card Making 
9 AM- T& C Quilters 
 
3:30 PM Deacon’s Mt  

18   1 PM Bible Study   

9 AM- 
Ad Hoc Comm Mtg 
 
5:30 PM Trustees Mt                                  
 

19    
5– 5:45 PM JAM Calv  
3:30 – 5:30 PM 
Confirmation here  
6 PM Leadership Mtg 
7 PM  NA 

20   
 

21 22   
 

23 Reign of Christ                  
9:30 Worship           30 
Decorate Church  
                          First 

7 PM  NA    Sunday of  
                   Advent 

30724     
 
 
 

  
  
 

25   1 PM Bible Study   

 
 
 
6 PM – HCE 
Homemakers 

 26 
 
 
 
 
7 PM  NA 

27 

 

28 
 

 

29 



 

 
 

19 

 

   
 


