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SEPTEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

As they sat down to eat, Jesus took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to them. Suddenly, their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him. Luke 24:30-31a

Dear Friends,

As | write this letter, | am still on a bit of a high from our Pancake Extravaganza - what a glorious day! Fellowship hall was
filled with people of all ages enjoying a variety of pancakes and friendship. | could hear laughter and joy drifting up the
stairs. The air fairly tingled with the energy of all these people gathered together in Christian fellowship.

Mingled among the familiar faces of our congregation were some new faces. | don’t know how many of these visitors came
just for the pancakes or how many came to be among friends and family. When we welcomed them to break bread with us,
we were all gifted with the opportunity to recognize the presence of Jesus among us.

There is something about breaking bread together, sitting down and eating at one table, that opens our hearts in a new
way. We aren’t just providing food; we are sharing community. It is no coincidence that the disciples who encountered
Jesus on the road to Emmaus didn’t recognize him until they broke bread together. All the teaching and talking on their trip
was good - but it was in eating together that they finally recognized Christ.

In much the same way, we can offer teaching and worship, but it is most often in the breaking of bread together that we
fully recognize Christ in our midst. Our Pancake Extravaganza was a great opportunity to supplement our income and invite
visitors to worship, but those metrics are not the most important part of our mission as Christians. The greatest joy of the
day was sharing the love of Jesus with one another and reaching out that all may recognize Jesus in us.

Jesus didn’t sit in one place waiting for people to come to him - he went out to the community and shared the good news
of God’s love and mercy wherever he went. The disciples did the same - taking the good news to the people, not worrying
about how many people attend weekly worship services or how much money is in the offering plate. We are reminded
that, for all their witnessing and teaching, the greatest impact on the community was often in breaking bread together. This
is our calling, dear friends, to go out and share the good news, to sit and commune with one another, to see the face of
Christ in those around us and let them know the love of Christ through us.

May God bless you in your sharing and serving. May God open your eyes to recognize Jesus in our midst, wherever you go.
Peace,

Poustor Fulbie


http://www.neillsvilleucc.org/
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Continuing the following in our thoughts and prayers.

Janet Harrington Gayle Schermitzler
Fran Ormond

Mike & Sherrie Holub

Lisa Schermitzler
Duane Marty
Brian Eddy
Please let us know if others not listed
(with their permission) would like prayer requests.

THANK YOU

Thank you to all that provided food, juice and milk
for the pancake brunch. The compliments on the
variety of items — pancakes, blueberry pancakes,
chocolate chip pancakes, potato pancakes, French
toast bakes, crepes, muffins and all the “fixins”
made for a delightful meal. Our church family was
also there to eat, visit and work. There were some
carryouts and a number of individuals from the
community.

All of the food was donated which made for a nice
fundraiser. $900 was donated for the brunch.
Again, thanks to all that donated food and helped in
any way.

Broadcasts

Sunday, August 3, the radio broadcast was
sponsored by JoAnn & Wayne Voss in honor &
blessed to have seven great grandchildren.

Sunday, August 10, the radio broadcast was
sponsored by Howie & Kathy Mathis in
celebration of their 46" wedding anniversary.

Sunday, August 17, the radio broadcast was
sponsored by Lori & John Shaw in memory of
parents, Bob & Lorraine Shaw.

Sunday, August 24, the radio broadcast was
sponsored by Doris Bakker in honor of her
parents’ Arnold & Elva Bakker’s wedding
anniversary.

Sunday, August 31, the radio broadcast was
sponsored by Rosie Repinski in celebration of
Jim Repinski’s 88™ birthday.
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2025 Radio Broadcast
Sponsors Needed
Would you like to sponsor a radio broadcast?

You may choose to dedicate or honor
someone for a particular service date.

The cost remains the same - $75

Please contact Janice in the office or phone
715-743-2147 to reserve a date.

August 2025
Attendance for In-Person Worship

August 3 online 1 Sunday 56
August 10 fair service

August 17 online 3 Sunday 45
August 24 online 1 Sunday 62

August 31 online 6 Sunday 43




1- Logan Erickson
Rosemary Opelt
Jerry Quicker

2- Fritz Hediger

3- M.E. Sjolin >
5- Donita Follen SEP [ JMBER
Joel Raine BIRTHDAYS

Hannah Erickson
6- Crispin Hediger

Audrey Vradenburg
10- Karlene Wallace
11- Mike Perkl

12- John Vornholt

14- JoAnn Wren

16- Iris Vine

17- Mary Finney

19- Wendy Sigurdson

22- Linette Kuhn

23- Carol Romens
William Ziegler

24- Michelle Kranz

25- Rosanne Repinski

26- Mackenzie Hediger

Happy Birthday to all who have a September birthday!
Did we miss your birthday or have the wrong date?
Let us know if we did.

Bruce & Margaret Rakestraw
Carla & Mickey Marty

Travis & Ashley Vine

Guy & Susan Jodarski

Deon & Jim Spangler

Barb & Ken Shoemaker

Craig & Wendy Sigurdson
Scott & Jill Williams

Crispin & Lisa Hediger

OCTOBER 1-9

We are adding the first days of OCTOBER birthdays and
anniversaries so as not to miss any if the newsletter
comes out late.

October 1-9
Birthdays
3- Tim Steinbach
4- Mickey Marty
7- Brian Eddy
Joe Felser

Anniversaries

2- Julie & Earnie Ruegsegger

4- Michelle & Lucas Bergemann
Rosanne & Jim Repinski

5-  Eric & Jenna Sigudson

7- Fred & Dixie Hediger
Debbie & Joe Holman

9- Julie & Clinton Woods

The Circle of Friends is looking for more “friends”.
No special talents are required, we can do on the job
training.

We meet on the first and third Mondays of the month
at 9 AM in the fellowship hall to work on making cards.
On the second Thursday at 1:30 PM we gather for our
monthly meeting.

WMARK YOUR CALENDAR

October 1™ - “Thank-You” Sunday
October 26™ — Polka Worship Sunday
with a lunch to follow



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

from Stephanie Heck-

JAM (Pre-K thru 6th)

will start on Wednesday,
September 10™ -at 5 pm
at Calvary. We will meet
again every other week

Confirmation Classes

Begin \
Confirmation classes will be Ly ;1
held on Wednesday j )

' Confirmation

September 10, 2025.

We will meet every other
Wednesday, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Anyone who is in 7th grade
or older is welcome to join
us, and we are happy to make accommodations if the
proposed schedule is a concern. Please call the church
office at 715-743-2147 or Pastor Julie at 608-558-2397
if you have questions or are interested in participating.

from 5-5:45pm at Calvary.

Narcotics Anonymous Special Event

Neillsville NA will be hosting a special event
at United Church of Christ
on Sunday, September 14, 2025,
beginning at 6:00 p.m.
There will be a special guest speaker
and potluck in celebration of
this group’s one-year anniversary.

This meeting is open to all.
Bring a dish to pass if available but not required
- no one will be turned away.

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Starting Wednesday, September 10, 2025, we will be
offering an evening Bible study in addition to our
Tuesday afternoon gathering. We will meet at 6 p.m.
in the church lounge for a different kind of study.
Pastor Julie will lead IMMERSION BIBLE STUDIES. Our
first study will be eight weeks, focusing on the book of
Acts and the early church.

Journey inside the pages of scripture, and you’ll meet
a personal God who enters individual lives and begins
a creative work from the inside out. IMMERSION BIBLE
STUDIES remain true to scripture but always ask,
“Where are you in your life? What do you struggle
with? What makes you rejoice?” Then it helps you
read the scriptures to discover their deep, abiding
truths.

IMMERSION is about God and God’s Word, and it is
also about you - not just your thoughts, but your
feelings and your faith. In each study, you will
prayerfully read the scripture and reflect on it.

Then we will engage it in three ways:

Claim Your Story

Through stories and questions, think about your life,
with its struggles and joys.

Enter the Bible Story

Explore scripture and consider what God is saying to
you.

Live the Story

Reflect on what you have discovered, and put it into
practice in your life.

Our church is blessed with a faithful group who gather
at 1 p.m. every Tuesday afternoon to

read and discuss the Word of God. That group will
continue to gather and anyone is invited to

join at any time.



You are invited to a discussion on
“"How to Achieve Your Charitable Giving Goals using a Qualified Charitable Distribution".
Sponsored by the Neillsville United Church of Christ (UCC) and its Stewardship Committee, the
short program will take place on Sunday, September 28, 2025,
in the basement of UCC and begins at 11:00 a.m.

The program will feature Natalie Erpenbach, a retired CPA and current Treasurer of the Clark
County Community Foundation Inc. Erpenbach will explain what types of assets can be used
to make contributions (donations) to tax-exempt charitable organizations and in particular,
information on how the use of a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is helpful. Owners of
eligble IRA accounts can usually use QCDs to transfer all, or part of an annual minimum
required distribution to one or more qualified charitable organizations.

To give further examples of what can be accomplished, three UCC members will share how
they have used their retirement account’s required minimum distribution to establish financial
legacies that are "dear to their hearts"!

Erpenbach lives in Neillsville with her husband Paul, is a mother, grandmother and volunteers
for several area non-profits and government organizations.

See how you can make a lasting impact on the charitable organizations of your choice.

If interested, join the discussion at UCC in the basement fellowship hall, on September 28,
2025, at 11:00 a.m. There is no cost, and no preregistration is required. Coffee and snacks will
be available prior to the program. Call 715-743- 2147 with any questions you may have.

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT Il Corinthians 8:12
If you are eager to give, God will accept
your gift on the basis of what you have to give,
not on what you don’t have.




Approved Minutes
Neillsville United Church of Christ Council

The meeting was held on Monday, June 23, 2025 in the Fellowship Hall at the Neillsville United
Church of Christ.

Moderator Vine called the meeting to order at 5:32 PM.

Attendance

Council Members Present: Trustee Representative Doris Bakker, Christian Education Representative
Stephanie Heck, Vice Moderator Barb Petkovsek, Moderator Paul Vine, Deacons Representative

Karlene Wallace, and Treasurer Bonnie Weyer.
Others in Attendance: Pastor Julie and Allan Hoesly (left at 5:48 PM).

Prayer

Pastor Julie guided the committee with a prayer.

Retirement Announcement

Allan Hoesly informed the Council that he will be retiring from his position of performing the audio-
video job duties for the church and funeral services as of December 31, 2025. Allan suggested that
there needs to be more than one or two volunteers to be willing to learn these duties before the start
of 2026.

Pastor will have an announcement developed for the upcoming newsletters asking for volunteers.
Investment Committee Suggestion

Allan Hoesly stated that the Investment Committee would highly suggest that the donation to the
church made by Eileen Zank should not be split into multiply accounts for future use but to be placed

into the Investment funds.

Allan Hoesly left the meeting at this time.
Minutes

Motion by Barb Petkovsek, seconded by Bonnie Weyer to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2025
meeting. Voice vote taken with all “aye;” motion carried.

Financial Report
Motion by Stephanie Heck, seconded by Karlene Wallace to approve the financial report as

presented by Bonnie Weyer reading Assistant Treasurer Don Quicker’s written report. Voice vote
taken with all “aye;” motion carried.



New Business

Eileen Zank Gift

A very generous donation of $15,000 was made by Eileen Zank, who was a longtime member of the

Neillsville United Church of Christ and served as one (1) of our organists for many years. Discussion
on possible uses of this donation were to offset our negative operating fund and pay for the organist

fees for a year and/or special music events held at our church.

Motion by Bonnie Weyer, seconded by Stephanie Heck to table this agenda item until our next
meeting. Voice vote taken with all “aye;” motion carried.

Audio-Visual Schedule

With Allan Hoesly's retirement announcement, Bonnie Weyer volunteered to create an audio-visual
schedule, like the one she manages for PowerPoint. Bonnie suggested that if anyone knows of
someone that would be willing to run the equipment to contact them to see if they would be willing to
help.

Alcohol Policy

Pastor Julie shared that she was approached, by some groups using the church, if alcohol can be
used on the church premises. Pastor Julie checked with other UCC churches to see if they allow
alcohol on the premises and the response was no, except for communion wine. It could also be an
insurance issue, who is responsible if someone leaves and gets into an accident. The church should
be a safe place for all people including those that are recovering addicts.

Motion by Doris Bakker, seconded by Karlene Wallace to make an addendum to the by-laws that no
alcohol is allowed on the premises of the church, except for communion wine for communion
services. Voice vote taken with all “aye;” motion carried.

Old Business

Camp Scholarships

Bonnie Weyer shared a handout of camp cost per attendee, with the breakdown of the association
camp scholarships and the Ray Fund. The final cost of the 2025 camp scholarships from the Ray
Fund will be $9,902.25.

Future Connections Outreach Committee

Paul Vine and Barb Petkovsek shared the following:

e Sunday, August 24 — Pancake Sunday from 10:30 AM to Noon. Coordinators realize this is
also Loyal Corn Festival weekend and are hoping people will join us for breakfast before
attending the Loyal parade.

e Sunday, October 26 — Polka Fest Worship Service at 9:30 AM
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o worship service will be held downstairs in the north classrooms

o German originated meal will be held afterwards in the fellowship hall
= $12 per person; $8 for children; 5 and under free

o the cost of the Polka Fest was approved by the Trustees, but an application will be
completed to request funds out of the Ray Fund

February/March — Chili Feed/Silent Auction

Usher List — Kirk Rodman & Byrl Buddenhagen will develop an usher list and will call the

ushers the Thursday before their Sunday as a reminder

Pastor Report/Update

Pastor Julie shared the following:

Thanked everyone for the support for her and her family during the month of May
Last week of July, Pastor will be on vacation to handle her grandmother’s estate
Webinars
o finished God Talk course but still needs to complete a fall and spring class
o attended a 4-day course on how to preach via online, in person, radio, etc.
o Festival of Homiletics — these were taped and will be finished later
June 6-7 — Annual meeting
o Nno more associations
o three (3) divisions — northwest, south and east
o Michael Jones is the northwest minister for our resource needs
o our dues amount has not changed, just where the money goes
o annual meeting will be held in April of each year
One (1) hospital visit
Vacation Bible School (VBS) — helped with preparation but did not attend
June 26 — Book Study to be held at the church starting at 6:30 PM
Confirmation — three (3) for the 8" grade students; maybe one (1) for the 7" grade

Committee Reports and Requests for Action

Trustees

Doris Bakker shared the following:

The copier contract expired; therefore, we have a new copier with a monthly charge and
hopefully this will meet our needs

Women’s bathroom — two (2) toilet lids were damaged and repaired
Furnace has been repaired

Vacuum cleaner purchased using Holiday Fair funds

Future items:

o shampooing of lower carpet

o painting of heat registers in classrooms

o repairing down spouts

o insurance coverage for the bells in the tower

August 19 — next meeting at 5:30 PM



Christian Education

Stephanie Heck shared the following:

e Sunday, June 1 — Vacation Bible School (VBS)
o 19 in attendance; 15 kids, four (4) adults
o multiple activities held, including a Bible lesson read by Haddie Mathis and Sophie Heck,
ending the day with a maze throughout the church with the final destination being the stain
glass in the balcony
e Jesus and Me (JAM) — no discussion yet for the Fall schedule

Deacons
Karlene Wallace shared the following:
e August 6 — next meeting
o will finalize the Polka Service
e August 10 — the Fair service with our church hosting
Other/Next Meeting Agenda Items
Other

Pastor Julie mentioned that she received a thank you note from Sydney Subke, one of the high
school seniors, for celebrating her and her class for graduation.

Next Agenda ltems

e Eileen Zank Gift
e Long-Term Planning

Next Meeting Date and Time
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 28 at 5:30 PM.
Adjournment

Motion by Bonnie Weyer, seconded by Stephanie Heck to adjourn. Voice vote taken with all “aye;”
motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM.

Submitted by:
Emile J Miller
Neillsville UCC Council Secretary



NUCC Book Club will be gathering on Thursday, September 11 at 10:00
a.m. at Just Love Cafe. There is always room for more to join us! Even if
you don’t have time to read the entire book before we gather, feel free to
come and join the discussion.

We are looking forward to discussion on our current book: White Awake:
An Honest Look at What It Means to Be White, by Daniel Hill.

Book Overview from the Publisher:

Daniel Hill will never forget the day he heard these words: “Daniel, you may be white, but don’t let that lull you
into thinking you have no culture.White culture is very real. In fact, when white culture comes in contact with
other cultures, it almost always wins. So it would be a really good idea for you to learn about your culture.”
Confused and unsettled by this encounter, Hill began a journey of understanding his own white identity. Today
he is an active participant in addressing and confronting racial and systemic injustices. And in this compelling
and timely book, he shows you the seven stages to expect on your own path to cultural awakening. It's crucial
to understand both personal and social realities in the areas of race, culture, and identity. This book will give
you a new perspective on being white and also empower you to be an agent of reconciliation in our
increasingly diverse and divided world.

We are looking for volunteers to help with Sunday worship. Our audio-visual
system is an extremely important component of our worship service and our
ministry to those in the community who are unable to join us in the
sanctuary. Alan Hoesly has done an incredible job of operating and
maintaining our system over the years, but he has decided it is time to step
down from this responsibility. Al is retiring from this important position at the
end of this year, and we are hoping to have volunteers trained by then. If you
are interested at all, please contact Al or the church office 715-743-2147.

el Huge thanks to Al for his dedication and service to our church. His skill and
knowledge has been indispensable, and we will forever be grateful. We are looking forward to having Al join
us again in the pews rather than the balcony. Thank you, Alan, for your generosity and ministry.
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED

LOVE KNOWS NO BORDERS

Neighbors in Need “NIN” is one of the “Five for Five” missions of the United Church of Christ. One-third of the
offering supports the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds are used by justice and witness
ministries to provide grants to UCC churches and organizations, as well as supporting a variety of justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct service projects. 100% of Neighbors in Need donations go to grants and
project support.

Sharing our church building with the local Narcotics Anonymous group is just one example of our local church
supporting our “Neighbors in Need”.

The NIN offering is typically collected on Worldwide Communion Sunday, which this year is October 5. However
you may donate at any time by dropping your donation at church, through our website or VANCO online. Thank
you to our UCC church family for the continued support of our local church as well as our Five for Five mission.

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)

PRAYER OF COMPASSION

God of compassion, give us the courage to breathe in care, and breathe out all that separates
us. The voices of your people can be lost in a cacophony of need. Help us to pay attention

and see clearly our neighbors. Encourage us to not only help but listen, so all may have a voice
in the decisions that affect our lives. Strengthen us to confront evil and alleviate suffering. Let
us not turn away from the direct needs of ourselves and those around us even as we seek to
dismantle deeper injustice. Turn us toward justice, peace, and reconciliation. We pray in your
holy name. Amen
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Helidany, Fair
It's that time of year again to start thinking about our annual Holiday Fair. We will be starting our craft
work nights on Wednesday, September 3 starting at 5:30 PM and every Tuesday and Wednesday
after that until the Holiday Fair. If you can help for an hour or two (2) please come and Carla will find

something you can do! The southeast upper entrance door will be unlocked for you to come into the
craft room.

Our sales departments are as follows:

e GIFT BOUTIQUE
o Indoor & Outdoor Decorations
o Quilts, Knitted, and Crocheted Items
e GREETING CARDS
o All Occasions
e KITCHEN CUPBOARD
o Sweets & Bakery
e NEW TO YOU TREASURES
o Collectibles from Grandma's Attic

We need all crafters, sewers, bakers to think of what you can supply for this annual event. Also, if you have
any good items that you no longer use but could be sold in the New to You Treasures department, please bring
them to the church. NO CLOTHES PLEASE.

If you have any questions regarding the Holiday Fair or would like to help with donations or with sales the day
of the fair, please contact the appropriate chairman of each department:

Gift Boutique — Carla Marty at 715-937-0077

Greeting Cards — Susie Karl at 715-937-3506 or Carole Romens at 651-359-5196
Kitchen Cupboard — Susie Karl at 715-937-3506 or Carole Romens at 651-359-5196
New to You Treasures — Debbie Perkl at 715-797-6290

Luncheon — Emile Miller at 715-937-4626

Oh, and yes, mark your calendar for
Saturday, November 8, 2025 for our 615tannual Holiday Fair!

Thank you for your support, both in the past and for the future of our church.

Em and Carla
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 7, 2025 — November 2, 2025

Deacon/ Greeter(s) Usher(s) Power Point
host
Sunday, Sept 7, 2025 Sally Sadowska Lydia Schumacher Cris Hediger Paul Vine

Karen Northup

Larry Marshall

Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025

Karlene Wallace

Sandy Bieneck

Barb Petkovsek

Bonnie Weyer

Michelle Bergemann

Bob Petkovsek

Sunday, Sept. 21, 2025

Janice Miller

Carole Romens

Debbie Perkl

Reese Ziegler

Jenny Erickson

Mike Perkl

Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025 JoAnn Wren Barb Miller Bonnie Weyer Janice Miller
Janice Miller Ray Weyer

Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025 Wayne Voss Audrey Vradenburg Mickey Marty Emile Miller
Jim Vradenburg Joel Raine

Sunday, Oct. 12, 2025 Byrl Buddenhagen | Pat Acheson Emile Miller Bonnie Weyer

Herman Seebandt

Janet Meredith

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025

Barb Shoemaker

Doris Bakker

Don Quicker

Barb Petkovsek

Ellie Golembiewski

Jerry Quicker

Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025 Sally Sadowska Paul Vine Ken Shoemaker Paul Vine

Polka Worship Service Kelley Burch Russ Karl

Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 Karlene Wallace Rosie & Jim Repinski Hap Eddy Emile Miller
Roger Carl

Please call the church office
if you are unable to be here,
or make arrangements with
another church member.
715-743-2147
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 1 PM Bible Study 3 4 5 6
Each Tuesday -
1 PM Marge Goetsch
Bible Study — church
lounge / bring bible 7 PM NA Noon- T& C Quilters
7 Thirteeth Sunday 8 9 1PM Bible Study 10 1 PM Caregivers 11 10 AM -Book 12 13
after Pentecost 2PM Stewardship Mt | Club meet @ Just
Communion 5-5:45 PM JAM Calv | Love
9:30 AM Worship 3:30-5:30 PM 1:30 PM Circle of
Confirmation here Friends Meeting
7PM NA 6 PM PEO 6 PM Immersion Bible St.
7PM NA
14 Fourteenth 15 16 1 PM Bible Study 17 18 19 20
Sunday after 9 AM Card Making 1 PM Stewardship
Pentecost 5:30 PM Trustees Mt | 6 PMImmersion Bible St.
9:30 Worship 9 AM- T& C Quilters
7PM NA 7PM NA
21 Fifteenth Sunday 22 23 1PMBible Study | 24 3:30-5:30PM 25 26 27
after Pentecost Confirmation here
9:30 Worship 6 PM — HCE 6 PM Immersion Bible St. | 5:30 PM Council
Homemakers 6 PM Deacon’s Mtg Mtg.
7PM NA
7PM NA
28 Sixteenth Sunday 29 30 1PM Bible Study

after Pentecost
9:30 AM Worship
11 AM Stewardship
Financial Presentation
7 PM NA
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